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I. Introduction to the Committee 

The African Union (AU) is a continental body consisting of 55 member states that make up the 

countries of the African continent. It was launched in 2002 as a successor to the Organization of 

African Unity (OAU), which was in place from 1963-1999.1 The OAU was the manifestation of 

the “pan-African vision for an Africa that was united, free and in control of its own destiny.”2 

Through the OAU, the continent attempted to speak as one with “undivided determination in 

forging an international consensus in support of the liberation struggle and the fight against 

apartheid.”3 While the OAU had provided an effective forum for Member States to adopt 

coordinated positions on common concerns impacting the continent, the Heads of State of the 

Organization of African Unity (OAU) issued the Sirte Declaration on September 9, 1999, calling 

for the establishment of an African Union in an effort to “accelerate the process of integration in 

the continent” in order to “enable Africa to play its rightful role in the global economy while 

addressing multifaceted social, economic and political problems compounded by globalization.”4 

The African Union (AU) was officially launched in July 2002 in Durban, South Africa following 

a decision in September 1999 by its predecessor, the OAU to create a new continental 

organization to build on its work. The decision to re-launch a pan-African organization was the 

outcome of a consensus by African leaders that “in order to realize Africa’s potential, there was a 

need to refocus attention from the fight for decolonization and ridding the continent of apartheid, 

which had been the focus of the OAU, towards increased cooperation and integration of African 

states to drive Africa’s growth and economic development.”5 The AU is guided by its vision of 

“an integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa, driven by its own citizens and representing a 

dynamic force in the global arena.”6 

The AU has many aims, as laid out in the Constitutive Act of the African Union and the Protocol 

on Amendments to the Constitutive Act of the African Union, some which are: promoting and 

defending African common positions on issues of interest to the continent, promoting and 

protecting peoples’ rights in accordance with the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ rights, 

promoting sustainable development at the economic, social, and cultural levels, promoting 

cooperation in all fields to raise the living standards of African peoples, and working with 

relevant international partners and organizations regarding the eradication of preventable 

diseases in order to promote and advance good health on the continent.7  

The work of the AU is implemented through several principal decision-making organs such as: 

the Assembly of Heads of State and Government; the Executive Council; the Permanent 

Representatives Committee (PRC); Specialized Technical Committees (STCs); the Peace and 

Security Council; and the African Union Commission. Additionally, the structure of the AU 
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promotes participation of African citizens and civil society through the Pan-African Parliament 

and the Economic, Social & Cultural Council (ECOSOCC). 

II. Statement of the Issues 

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) defines extractive 

industries as processes that involve different activities that lead to the extraction of raw materials 

from the earth (oil, metals, minerals, aggregates etc.) processing and utilization by consumers.8 

These processes take place within host countries and home countries of operating companies, as 

well as consuming markets. The resulting global value chains and stake holders can be impacted 

by local content policies which are increasingly becoming a strategic factor in investment 

decisions and the foundation of public policy for development.9 In 2010, six out of the ten largest 

companies in terms of revenues were from the energy and mining sectors. These companies have 

enjoyed record profits over the past few years, fueled by a significant and sustained rise in 

commodity prices. Yet, in developing countries where these extractions occur, most of the 

people remain in poverty.10 This gap between profits of operating companies and local economic 

benefits is likely to widen if resource owners do not put appropriate policies in place to capture 

and retain value created from the industry.11 

According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF), states are classified as “developing 

countries” based on three criteria: (1) average per capita income; (2) diversification of goods – 

some countries export a lot but only a few various products. Hence, if a county’s economy is 

based on only one industrial sector, this is not a stable situation; (3) degree of participation in the 

international financial system.12 There are 152 developing countries with a current population of 

around 6.6 billion. At 85.3 percent, this is a considerable proportion of the world’s population. 

All of Africa’s 55 countries are developing countries.13 Developing countries have not succeeded 

in translating extractive industry revenues into sustainable economic development. In many cases 

large extractive industry revenues appear to have slowed down or stagnated economic and social 

development through several phenomena often referred to as the ’resource curse’.14 Oil and 

natural gas are expected to be in particularly high demand by 2025, with global oil consumption 

projected to rise by 57 percent. It is very unlikely that the oil and gas industry will be able to 

produce and deliver sufficient energy to meet global demand. According to some projections, the 

”peak oil” production has already been reached or will be reached within a few years. The 

ensuing shortages, coupled with rising energy prices, will place a significant strain on net oil 

importing societies in Africa if not addressed strategically and aggressively.15 Africa is endowed 
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with vast quantities of both fossil and renewable energy resources. Africa is also the main 

continent in the world with frequent and substantial new findings regarding oil and gas. In the 

past 20 years, oil reserves in Africa grew by over 25 percent, while gas reserves grew by over 

100 percent.16 

Yet, the extractive industry’s economic benefits come at a cost. Resource extraction is 

responsible for half of the world’s carbon emissions. The extractives sector contributes to air, 

water and land pollution and toxic waste have costs significant pollution17 Twenty percent of oil 

and gas contracts infringe upon biodiverse and protected areas in Africa. Current and future oil 

and gas developments pose a potential threat to areas of biodiversity importance in Africa. 

Substantial oil discoveries in Africa have attracted high levels of interest from investors. These 

economic opportunities can also lead to challenges in safeguarding the environment and the 

communities that depend on it.18  

Another significant concern about the extractive industry is human rights violations. Children 

tend to work for mines in their countries to support their families. Eventually, the minerals mined 

end up in our phones, computers, smartwatches and more. These child miners, some as young as 

seven, live in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). More than half the world’s cobalt 

comes from the DRC; one-fifth of it is extracted by informal miners, and around 40,000 children 

work in southern DRC where cobalt is mined.19 

III. History & Past UN/AU Action 

For decades, the UN has called upon nations to gather to solve educational technology issues. In 

2015, member states created and adopted the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. The 

Sustainable Development Goals are a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet 

and improve the lives and prospects of everyone, everywhere.20 These goals are a part of the UN 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which set out a 15-year plan to achieve the goals.21 

Extractive industries fall under multiple SDG’s: 3, 6, 7, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16. Given that 

extractive industries have such a large effect on multiple aspects of life, nearly all the SDGs are 

applicable. The main SDGs that apply are SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy for all and SDG 

12: Responsible Consumption and Production.22 According to the UN, there are over 700 million 

people globally living in the dark and 2.4 billion cooking with harmful and polluting fuels. It 

would take least developed countries and landlocked developing countries almost 40 years to 

reach high renewable energy-generating capacity by 2030.23 Moreover, SDG 12 calls for 

integration of environmental sustainability with economic growth by ’doing more with less’. The 
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global material footprint continues to grow, although the pace has slowed. The average annual 

growth rate of the global material footprint for 2015-2019 was 1.1 percent compared with 2.8 

percent for 2000-2014.24  

The AU’s African Charter established the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights 

(ACHPR). The Commission was inaugurated on 2 November 1987 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

The Commission's Secretariat has subsequently been in Banjul, Gambia. In addition to 

performing any other tasks which may be entrusted to it by the Assembly of Heads of State and 

Government, the Commission is officially charged with three major functions: (1) protection of 

human and peoples’ rights (2) promotion of human and peoples’ rights (3) interpretation of the 

African Charter.25 In 2009, the ACHPR established the Working Group on Extractive Industries, 

Environment, and Human Rights Violations (WGEI).  

IV.  Latest Developments 

The UN Environment Program (UNEP) is working to reduce the threats and support positive 

change in the extractive industry. UNEP is promoting environmental justice, science-policy, 

finance, economic and digital transformation as well as transitions to address climate change, 

pollution, waste, and biodiversity loss caused by the extractives sector while engaging with 

policy makers.26 UNEP has also worked with countries and the private sector to reduce methane 

intensity by partnering with companies to strengthen reporting framework and address the lack 

of methane measurement.27  

In January 2013, the African Union Summit adopted Agenda 2063 as Africa's blueprint and 

master plan for sustainable development and economic growth of the continent. The continent 

embarked on this agenda as a 50-year development blueprint through domesticating and 

implementing it into national and regional development strategies, achieving an aggregate score 

of 32 percent against the 2019 targets.28 Agenda 2063 puts emphasis on, amongst other things 

the need to harness Africa’s natural resources in an efficient and effective manner to ensure that 

first and foremost, African citizens and African countries benefit from Africa’s natural 

endowments by implementing policies, laws and other regulatory frameworks to guide the 

extraction and use of these natural endowments for economic growth and development.29  

The vision for a well-structured and properly managed African mining sector is encapsulated in 

the African Union’s African Mining Vision (AMV), which calls for the ”transparent , equitable 
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and optimal exploitation of mineral resources to underpin broad-based sustainable growth and 

socio-economic development.”30 

The World Bank helps developing countries manage oil, gas, and mining in a way that 

contributes to sustainable growth and development, protects communities, and reduces carbon 

emissions. The organization focuses on strengthening the transparency, governance, institutional 

capacity and regulatory environment of developing countries’ extractives sectors. The World 

Bank also supports governments in accelerating their energy transition and reducing the carbon 

emission of their extractive sectors by replacing polluting fuels and, in the longer term, clean 

energy. They also work closely with countries that rely on oil, gas, and mining to boost their 

economic recovery and resilience and protect the poorest and most vulnerable, such as those 

working in artisanal and small-scale mining. Through the Extractives Global Programmatic 

Support (EGPS) Trust Fund, the World Bank supports artisanal and small-scale miners and their 

communities to better cope with the impacts of COVID-19.31  

V. Problems That Resolutions Should Address 

The issue of the extractives industry has expanded over decades as conflict, the COVID 

pandemic, growing global population, limited resources and climate change increases the amount 

of oil, coal and gas that is necessary to survive. Several interrelated issues need to be addressed 

while addressing the extractives industry.  

Delegates are encouraged to consider the following issues and questions in the course of their 

research and position paper writing: 

• What types of state and private sector actors are involved in these activities? 

• What precautions, if any, are taken to ensure the extractives industries do not cause major 

environmental damage and harm to human populations? 

• What steps are taken to ensure that extractive industries do not contribute to corruption? 

• How has climate change affected the extractives industry? 

 

VI.  Helpful Sources 

• African Union www.au.int 

• World Bank www.worldbank.org 

• Sustainable Development Goals www.sdgs.un.org 

• United Nations Environmental Program www.unep.org 
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